SOFTBALL

OUTFIELD FENCE ~— ARC OF EQUAL DISTANCE — ALL FIELDS

RECOMMENDED BUTFIELD FENCE DISTANCES:

Female or mals fast pitth 185'-235"
Famaie siow pitch 250°-278'
Mais siow pitch 276-300°

RECOMMENDED
B0-FOOT SKINNED INFIELD
{1-2-2)

Recommended Distance From
Foul Line to Nearest Obstruction
or Dugout/Bench Shautd Be

Minimum of 25' and Maximum of 38"
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PITCHER'S PLATE

HOME PLATE CATCHER'S BOX
AND BATTERS' BOXES

When laying out the softball diamond, it is recommended that the line from home plate through the
pitcher’s plate to second base run east-northeast.

If a skinned infield is used, the area is determined by measuring a 60-foot arc from the front center of
the 46-foot pitcher’s plate, even if other pitching distances are used.
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BASE AND PITCHING MEASUREMENT - 60° BASES
« FAST PITCH » BASE AND PITCHING MEASUREMENT - 65 BASES
SLOW PITCH 12" BALL « SLOW PITCH « 117 BALL

PITCHING DISTANCE
(Measured from the fron! adge
of pitcher's plate to apex

of home plaie. }

PITCHING DISTANCE
(Msasured from the fron! edge
of pitcher's plate to apex
of home plate. )

/¢ Female 50° (11° BALL)
Ei% -----------------

DIAGRAM 3

(F.P.) Female 40' (12" BALL)
(F.P.) Mals 46’ (12" BALL)
(S.P.} F/M 45' (12" BALL)
“(S.P.) F/M 507 (12" BALL}
“By state associallon adoplion

DIAGRAM 2

The softball field shall contain an infield diamond and an outfield area that may or may not be enclosed
by a fence. The dimensions of the field are designated as follows;
a. Mandated Distances:

1.
2.
3.

4.

between bases shall be 60 feet for games using the 12-inch ball and 65 feet for games using the
11-inch ball.

between the rear tip of home plate and the pitcher’s plate shall be 40 feet for female fast pitch
softball and 46 feet for male fast pitch softball.

between the rear tip of home plate and the front edge of the pitcher’s plate shall be 46 feet for
males or females playing slow pitch softball when using the 12-inch ball, and 50 feet for female
slow pitch using the 11-inch ball. By state association adoption in slow pitch, the pitching dis-
tance shall be 50 feet when using a 12-inch ball.

in fast pitch, a circle 16 feet in diameter shall be drawn with its center at the midpoint of the
front edge of the pitcher’s plate.

b. Recommended Distances:

1.

2.
3. outside (foul ground) the foul lines and between home plate and the backstop —an unobstruct-
4.

5.

from home plate to the nearest obstruction on fair ground may uniformly range from:
(a) 185 feet-235 feet for female or male fast pitch

(b) 250 feet-275 feet for female slow pitch

(c) 275 feet-300 feet for male slow pitch

from the top of the outfield fence to the ground should be 6 feet to 8 feet

ed area with a distance of 25 feet to 30 feet

on-deck circles shall be a safe distance from home plate with a recommended distance of 30
feet, if space allows

the width of all chalk lines is recommended at 2 inches (All lines on the field shall be marked
with a material that is not injurious to the eyes or skin. Lime or caustic material is prohibited.)

¢. The catcher's box, bases, coaches’ boxes, batters’ boxes and the three-foot running lane to first base
shall be marked as noted on Diagrams 1, 2 and 3.

d. The infield and outfield, including the boundary marks from the rear tip of home plate to first and
third, and their extended foul lines, are fair ground. All other area is foul ground.

e. While the on-deck circle does not have to be occupied, a player desiring to warm up shall use that
area, provided it is safely away from home plate. Neither team’s players shall warm up in the other
team’s on-deck circle.

When planning a new field, the following factors should be fully studied and applied: protection for con-
testants (batter, catcher, pitcher and others in that order); comfort and safety for spectators; season of use;
latitude (North to South); East-West geographic location within time zone; prevailing winds; daylight-sav-
ing time; background and obstacles or barriers. When laying out the softball diamond, it is recommended
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that the line from home plate through the pitcher’s plate to second base run east-northeast. Designate a
point for the apex (rear tip) of home plate. Using a steel tape or a strong cord which will not stretch,
measure in an east-northeast direction exactly 84 feet 10% inches for fast pitch (60-foot bases) or 91 feet
11 inches for slow pitch (65-foot bases and 11-inch ball). This will be the center of second base. With the
tape still secured at the rear point of home plate, measure 60 feet toward the first-base area and mark a
short arc. Measure 60 feet toward the third-base area and mark a short arc. Fasten the tape at the center
of second base and measure 60 feet toward first and third bases and strike arcs. Where these arcs inter-
sect the first two arcs struck at first and third bases will be where first and third bases will be located. (See
Diagram 1 to see how first and third bases are placed and also how second base is different by being cen-
tered on the 60-foot distance from each of first and third bases.) When measuring the distance to first
base or third base, measure from the apex of home plate to the back edge of the base. It is recommend-
ed that a skinned infield be used. If a skinned infield is used, the area is determined by measuring a 60-
foot arc from the front center of the 46-foot pitcher’s plate, even if other pitching distances are used.

BASES, PLATES —

a. First, second and third base shall be white bags made of canvas (filled with a soft materiaf), mold-
ed rubber or synthetic material and shall be securely attached to the ground. Each base shall be 15-
inches square, two to five inches thick and may have tapered edges. Bases designed to disengage
their anchor systems for safety purposes are permitted.

NOTE: By state association adoption, a double first base is permitted. The base shall be a single unit,
15 inches by 30 inches.

b. Home plate shall be a 5-sided slab of whitened rubber or other suitable similar material. It shall be
a 17-inch square with two of the corners filled in so that one edge is 17 inches long, two are 82
inches and two are 12 inches. It shall be set flush with the ground in fair territory with the two 12-
inch edges coinciding with the foul lines extending from home plate to first base and third base and
with the 17-inch edge facing the pitcher's plate.

¢. The pitcher's plate shall be a rectangular slab of whitened rubber or suitable material, 24 inches by
6 inches. It shall be set in the ground with the top flush with the playing surface as shown in Diagram
2 5o that the distance between the nearer edge of the pitcher’s plate and the apex of home plate shall
be 40 feet for female fast pitch, 46 feet for male fast pitch and male and female stow pitch, and 50
feet when an 11-inch ball is used in slow pitch.



