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It is hard to believe that we are heading into February with another 
Annual Meeting in the books and post season play beginning for 
winter sports. Here is a quick review of the events from the Annual 
Meeting - On Saturday the Executive Board met to conduct regular 
business of the Association.  By Sunday, the Holiday Inn Grand 
was an extremely busy place, a little frigid in the hallways but warm 
with conversations among the many attendees rekindling old 
relationships and forming new ones.  As usual, meetings of various 
administrative groups, districts, divisions, committees and 
classifications began early morning and continued through late 
afternoon.  I would like to specifically mention the Class B-C 
Softball meeting which I attended.  The administrators in 
attendance had the difficult task of dividing the twenty one schools 
into two divisions, determining the number of teams that would 
qualify to state and the procedures each division would use to 
qualify teams.  It is hard to believe that all of this was hammered 
out in less than forty-five minutes.  I want to express my 
appreciation to this group of individuals who came to the meeting 
focused and ready for work.   We also conducted MHSA 
eligibility/equity and sportsmanship workshops Sunday afternoon. 
Attendance was above and beyond our expectations with close to 
100 people between the two workshops taking time to attend. The 
evening concluded with the MHSA reception where we were able 
to express our appreciation to all MHSA corporate sponsors and 
specifically to three corporate sponsors who were in attendance as 
exhibitors at the Annual Meeting.  Farmers Union Insurance, 
Universal Athletics and the Montana Army National Guard had 
representatives address those in attendance.  A sincere thank you 
to Don from Universal, Bill from Farmers Union, and Major Gilman 
from the Montana Army National Guard for their encouraging 
words and, of course, for their continued support of Montana high 
school activities.  The Montana High School Association is very 
fortunate to have many valued corporate sponsors who are willing 
to support MHSA member schools in helping to provide quality 
extracurricular programs for their students.  
 
Monday was also a busy day with the first general session and 
caucuses conducted in the morning.  Caucuses are a great forum 
for reviewing the proposals and getting a feel for where the 
majority of the membership stands on the items for action.  
Caucuses also provide a great opportunity for the group to discuss 
other topics relevant to that particular classification or to the 
membership in general.  The afternoon session went smoothly as 
the membership welcomed Duane Walker, AD at Hardin High 
School as the newly elected Class A representative, heard MHSA 
committee reports, recognized many deserving MHSA award 
winners and took action on the proposals.  Ric Floren, longtime 
MHSA parliamentarian, stated that a record was set with the 
afternoon session adjourning in less than an hour.  This is a far cry 
from when I first started attending MHSA Annual Meetings over 
twenty years ago and the meeting lasted for two days, late into 
each day.  
 

I am going to turn the rest of my column space over to Kathy 
Bramer, State Superintendent’s Appointee to the MHSA Executive 
Board.  Kathy was appointed to serve an unexpired term and then 
was appointed to serve her own four year term.  Kathy has been 
an outstanding Board member.  She is an advocate for all student 
activity participants in the state.  Her expertise has been valued by 
our Board, Staff and member schools.  After almost seven years 
on the Board, I appreciate Kathy’s willingness to share some of her 
experiences and insights with us.  Take it away Kathy…..   
 
The MHSA has come a long way since I first became associated 
with this extraordinary organization.  When I came to the Office of 
Public Instruction in 1993 as the Gender Equity Specialist, then 
Superintendent Nancy Keenan asked me to work as the OPI staff 
liaison to MHSA.  I've attended every annual meeting and dozens 
of Executive Board meetings since, sometimes watching from the 
audience - other times seated as a member of the board. 
 
Being part of the MHSA as it has changed and grown in the last 
fourteen years has been an honor and a pleasure for me.  As one 
of those kids who grew up before there were many athletic 
opportunities for girls (pre-Title IX), I had to learn the insider's view 
of high school activities.  It has been a wonderful learning 
opportunity for me and I don't believe it's over yet. 
 
Just a few of the changes that have occurred during my tenure are 
girls and boys play basketball in the same season, the All-Class 
Volleyball Tournament is one of the most successful and popular 
events of the sports year, sportsmanship and hazing prevention 
are priorities for the organization and discussed in parent meetings 
and locker rooms across Montana, and the need for contentious 
annual meeting proposals is diminishing every year. 
 
The MHSA has steady funding, strong staff, committed board 
leadership, and an involved, effective membership.  MHSA also 
has a handbook of rules built by the needs of the member schools.  
These are the keys to the success of this organization - the 
Executive Board, the staff, the committees, and the members all 
working together to sustain a level playing field for all.  As a 
member of the MHSA Executive Board, I've learned that there are 
challenges in making the decisions that were presented to us.  
However, I was always guided by our focus on doing the best for 
students and taking the long view of the organization - looking both 
to its past and to the future. 
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to have served the MHSA and 
wish you every success in the future. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mark Beckman, Executive Director 
Kathy Bramer, MHSA Executive Board 
 
 
 



 2 

 ����
������������������ � �

Directory Updates  

Laurel - correction on main phone number 628-7911. 

Fergus - new prefix on all phone numbers is 535. 

Ten Sleep, WY - new Superintendent, Jerry Erdahl. 

Loyola Sacred Heart  - New VB Coach, Randy Stobb. 

      
MIAAA Gold Pass Recognitions  
 
The MIAAA uses the forum of the MHSA Annual Meeting to 
present gold passes to deserving athletics/activities directors.  
Nominations and selections for the awards are processed through 
the MIAAA. 

This year, the MIAAA Gold Pass recognitions were presented to 
the following individuals:  Bill Osborne, former Activities Director – 
Butte, Dan Martin, former Activities Director – current Assistant 
Superintendent of Billings Public Schools, Dave Williams, current 
Executive Director of Activities – Billings. 
 
To receive more information about the MIAAA Gold Pass 
nomination process please contact Gary DeGooyer at Great Falls 
Public Schools, 406-268-6082. 
 
 
NFHS Outstanding Music Educator  
 
Each year the National Federation Outstanding Music Educator 
Awards are presented to individuals across the United States.  For 
2006, Erik Engebretson of Malta High School was awarded the 
NFHS Music Award for Montana. 
 
Malta High School students are well aware of Erik’s abilities as an 
educator.  Malta students routinely receive District, State, All-State 
and All Northwest music honors under his direction. 
 
Along with inspiring young music students, it’s Erik’s leadership 
commitment to music education that helped garner this 
recognition.  He has served as chair of various music festivals and 
is a frequent guest conductor.  He has served as president of the 
Montana Band Masters’ Association and is the current president of 
the Montana Music Educators’ Association. 
 
Service Citations Awarded  
 
Mildred Adams was an administrative assistant in the MHSA office 
in Helena for almost thirty years.  Her service began when the only 
other employee of the Association was the executive director.  She 
dedicated her entire career to the MHSA, and the Mildred Adams 
Award is presented to support individuals in our member schools 
who exemplify those traits that Mildred displayed throughout her 
years of service to the MHSA. 
 

Sharon Clelland of Miles City – Sharon worked for the past 35 
years as director and coordinator of the 5th/6th grade boys’ and 
girls’ basketball programs in Miles City.  She has organized, 
directed, supervised and kept score for over 2500 games during 
those 35 years, and has been a positive influence on all the 
students that have passed through the program.   

 

Cindy Hardy of Billings Senior – Cindy has worked as the Activities 
Secretary for Billings Senior High School for the past eleven years 
handling the collection of fees, eligibility verification, compiling 
rosters and monitoring internal accounts for the school’s 
extracurricular activities programs.  She also helped organize and 
host numerous area track and field meets, various playoff games 
and tournaments, and has maintained the concession stand.  She 
has exceeded her job description in every aspect. 

 

Dan Rust Awarded Service Citation  

The Service Citation is presented in recognition of “significant 
contributions” made to MHSA programs. 

This year’s only Service Citation recipient has been involved with 
student activities for over 29 years.  Dan Rust of Bozeman worked 
as a basketball official for seventeen years because he felt he had 
an obligation to give back to the game he loves.  In addition, he 
served several terms as the Regional Director for the Bozeman 
area.  He was honored for his work by being inducted into the 
MOA Hall of Fame in 1998. 

He has given freely of his time to support activities while working 
actively at MHSA events that are hosted in the Gallatin Valley.  He 
helped organize and run over 80 various MHSA district, divisional 
and state tournaments, and has been one of the driving forces 
behind the success of the State All-Class Volleyball Tournament. 

�
MHSA/AAA - Montana Scholarships  

For the twelfth year, AAA of Montana in cooperation with MHSA is 
awarding two “Academic, Athletics and Arts Scholarships.”  Five 
hundred dollars will be awarded by AAA Montana to a senior boy 
and five hundred dollars will be awarded to a senior girl and one 
hundred dollars will be awarded to a senior boy runner-up and one 
hundred dollars will be awarded to a senior girl runner-up who 
have been involved in athletics, arts (music, speech, etc.) and who 
have maintained a solid academic record.  Scholarship 
applications were mailed from AAA of Montana to school 
counselors the last week of December. 

 

Academic Excellence Award Program  

In the near future, school contacts will receive the 2006 –2007 
school year’s initial mailing concerning the NorthWestern Energy 
Company’s Academic Excellence Award.  The competition was 
initiated in the 1988-89 school year. 

Please review the material when you receive it and make plans to 
enter your school’s students in the 2006-2007 competition.  The 
award is very prestigious, and the interest in the award continues 
to grow. 
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Music Forms on CD  
 
Please remind your music personnel that the CD with music forms 
that was previously distributed will be used again for 2007.  New 
discs will not be sent.  The disc dated 2/29/04 has the appropriate 
forms. 
 
At the 2007 Annual Meeting, the Music Committee held its second 
meeting of the school year and covered a variety of topics.  
Minutes of the meeting will be available upon request by contacting 
the MHSA office. 
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Tournament Managers  
It is the responsibility of tournament managers to make sure that 
they report to the Montana High School Association office in 
Helena any incident or injury to spectators and/or participants.  
Also, we would ask that you report such things as property 
damage. 

Please report these occurrences immediately following your 
tournament so that we might send you the proper forms to 
complete in the event that any type of litigation occurs following the 
injury or incident. 
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Because there is a claims made coverage deadline from the date 
of occurrence in which it has to be reported, we are asking all 
tournament managers to send these reports as soon as possible 
following your event.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

State Tournament Room Reservations  
This is a reminder that the MHSA does not make reservations for 
school’s teams at MHSA state tournaments. 

 

Duties of Game Management  
Just a reminder that one of the most critical duties of basketball 
game management is to have personnel that do the duties of the 
timer and scorer who are poised, impartial, have good judgment 
and who you are sure will be able to forget the score and 
concentrate instead on their jobs.  We recommend that adults be 
used in these positions. 

Enclosed are the instructions and duties of the scorer and timer 
that game management should provide and review with your 
basketball games scorer and timer. 
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Inventory and Recondition Helmets  

We trust you have checked your existing supply of football helmets 
and have determined which helmets must be reconditioned so they 
are completely safe.  The MHSA encourages each coach or 
athletic director when considering reconditioning to contact the 
manufacturer directly to determine what its policies are regarding 
reconditioning and warranties.  Companies differ in their helmet 
policies and it is wise to check them out carefully. Please feel free 
to contact the office for any assistance you may need in contacting 
reconditioners.    
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Montana High School Sports Record Book  
The MHSA is in the process of gathering information to update our 
Montana High School Sports Record Book.  

Please take a few minutes to review the sports records by going to 
our website www.mhsa.org and look under quick links for the 
Montana High School records.  If you have knowledge of a record 
that equals or exceeds the existing marks, list that record on the 
MHSA sports record book application form, found on our website, 
and mail the form back to the MHSA office.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please call Scott McDonald at 442-6010.  
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The MHSA/MOA rules clinics for all activities are presented 
exclusively on-line.  The softball and track and field clinics will be 
posted on our main website at www.mhsa.org.  Enclosed please 
find an instruction sheet that details the procedure for accessing 
the clinics.  March 1 st is the planned launch date for the clinics.  
Head coaches must view the clinics prior to March 22, 2007 , to 
receive credit.   
 
Effective with the 2006-2007 school year all head coaches  must 
view the clinic for their activity in order to meet the clinic 
requirement.  However, all other members of the coaching staff, as 
well as activities directors, are encouraged to view the clinics.  
Important:  users must complete the registration process at the end 
of each clinic in order to verify their attendance.  If you have 
questions about the requirements or about the verification process 
please feel free to contact the MHSA office.   
 
 

CORPORATE SPONSORS 
 The MHSA sincerely thanks the following corporate 
sponsors who assisted MHSA's student activities: 

 

 

Coca-Cola Bottling Company of 
Montana & Powerade 

 
Dairy Farmers of Montana 

 
Dudley Sports 

 
Farmer's Union Insurance 

 
MBP Custom Publishers 

 
Mikasa Sports 

 
Montana Sports Network 

 
NorthWestern Energy 

 
Pierce Flooring and Design 

Centers 
 

Rawlings 
 

Universal Athletic Service 
 

Interstate Studio 
 

Wilson Racquet Sports 
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2007 State Boys’  Basketball Tournaments  
The 2007 state tournaments will be held in the following locations on 
the dates specified: 

 

Boys’ State AA  

March 8-10, 2007 

Billings Metra Park 

Scott McDonald, Manager  442-6010 

Thursday/Friday, State AA Game Times  

9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday State AA Game Times  

9:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 3:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Boys’ State A  

March 8-10, 2007 

Belgrade Special Events Center 

Rollie Rieger, Manager 388-6859 

Thursday/Friday, State A Game Times  

1:00 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday State A Game Times  

9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Boys’  State B  

March 8-10, 2007 

Butte Civic Center 

Brian Michelotti, Manager  442-6010 

Thursday/Friday, State B Game Times  

12:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday State B Game Times  

9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Boys’ State C  

March 8-10, 2007 

Four Seasons Arena - Great Falls 

Mark Beckman, Manager 442-6010 

Thursday/Friday/Saturday State C Game Times  

Thursday-11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m.,  

 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

Friday- 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday-  9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

2007 State Girls’  Basketball Tournaments  
The 2007 state tournaments will be held in the following locations on 
the dates specified: 

 

 

Girls’ State AA  

March 8-10, 2007 

Billings Metra Park 

Scott McDonald, Manager 442-6010 

Thursday/Friday State AA Game Times  

 12:00 noon, 1:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday State AA  Game Times  

10:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Girls’ State A  

March 1-3, 2007 

Belgrade Special Events Center 

Rollie Rieger, Manager 388-6859 

Thursday/Friday State A Game Times  

1:00 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday State A Game Times  

9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Girls’ State B  

March 1-3, 2007 

Dale Berry Court-Hamilton High School 

Darrell Holland, Manager 375-6076 

Thursday/Friday State B Game Times  

12:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday State B Game Times  

9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Girls’ State C  

March 1-3, 2007 

Butte Civic Center 

Scott McDonald, Manager 442-6010 

Thursday/Friday/Saturday State C Game Times  

Thursday-11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 

  6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

Friday- 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday- 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

�
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SPIRIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
The MHSA Spirit Advisory Committee meets every spring. 
 
If any spirit coaches from MHSA member schools would like to see 
an issue of concern placed on the agenda please contact Janie 
Holmes at the MHSA office. 
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Rule Changes  
 
Effective during the 2006-07 school year, the NFHS Track and Field 
Rules will require that a 34.92 degree sector be used for shot and 
discus competitions.  By having a common sector for the shot and 
discus, competitors will not have to guess which sector will be used 
for competition.  The smaller, 34.92 degree sector requires better 
control of the implement, reduces risk to spectators and is easier to 
lay out for most administration. 
 
With the move to a throwing event sector of 34.92 degrees in the 
discus event starting in the 2006-07 school year, a redesign of the 
discus cage will become necessary to meet NFHS rules regarding 
discus cage placement. 
 
Enclosed, along with other track and field rules and required forms, 
are NFHS ideas on how to adopt current discus cages to meet the 
change.  
 
If you have any questions about this requirement, please call Scott 
McDonald at the MHSA office. 
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SPEECH AND DRAMA MEETS COMPLETED  
 
The 2006-2007 State Speech and Drama events were completed on 
January 26-27, 2007.  This publication provides an opportunity to 
thank the communities and managers of these extremely important 
co-curricular events.  Host communities and managers are listed 
below: 
 
Class B-C: University of Montana (Hosted by Loyola HS) 
  Matt and Theresa Stergios, Managers 
 
Class A:  Billings Central High School 
  Tracy Scott, Manager 
 
Class AA:  Flathead High School (Kalispell) 
  Greg Adkins and Mark Dennehy, Managers 
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Recent AIM Higher Workshops  

On December 14, AIM Higher facilitator Randy Gramm of Shelby 
and Brian Michelotti conducted the workshop in Great Falls at the U 
of M College of Technology.  The weather did not interfere with the 
workshop this year, and those in attendance had a great day.  There 
was great participation from the students and sponsors in all of the 
areas of the workshop, especially in the sections involving 
leadership, mentoring and sportsmanship.  We engaged in some 
very good discussion about the MHSA rules for proper 
sportsmanship, and everyone left with a better understanding of 
expectations for fans, coaches and players.  The new hazing 

awareness and drug prevention area prompted some great 
discussion as well.  Schools at the workshop included Centerville, 
Choteau, Conrad, Dutton-Brady, Fairfield, Geyser, Great Falls 
Central, Great Falls CMR, Power and Stanford. 

Future AIM Higher Student Workshops  

Workshops for the rest of year are listed below.  Please contact the 
office at least three weeks before the workshop if you want to 
guarantee space for your students.   We will attempt to 
accommodate as many students as the facility will allow, so please 
get your registration forms to the MHSA office as soon as possible.  
We were excited about the Scobey and Billings workshops because 
we had great attendance for those seminars.  Enclosed is a 
registration form for you to use for upcoming workshops. 

 

Student Workshops  

 March 14  Butte 

 April 11  Glendive 
 

2006-2007 AIM Higher Award  

At the recent 2007 MHSA Annual Meeting held in Billings, the AIM 
Higher Award was presented to Power High School.  Previous 
annual awards were presented to Dawson County High School 
(Glendive), Broadwater High School (Townsend), Scobey High 
School, Glasgow High School, Sidney High School, Butte High 
School, Helena Capital High School, Helena High School, Sweet 
Grass County High School, Great Falls CMR High School, Cut Bank 
High School, Custer County High School, and Shelby High School. 

The award is presented annually to a school that has truly supported 
the AIM Higher program through the commitment of staff and 
resources as well as by attendance of its faculty and students at the 
workshops.  
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MHSA/MONTANA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ACADEMIC ALL 
TEAM AWARD  
 
Just a reminder that if you want to recognize your schools' teams for 
their academic achievements for the winter season of the 
MHSA/Army National Guard All Academic All Team Award you must 
submit the winter season activity teams reporting form to the MHSA 
by Monday, March 5th.  The forms can be found on our website at 
www.mhsa.org. 
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March Calendar 
On-Line Clinic Information 
Track & Field Information 
Duties of the Scorer & Timer for Basketball 
Aim Higher Registration Form 
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FOR GIVE AWAY- Sidney High School has bleachers to give away 
to anyone who will come and remove them.  The bleachers are ten 
rows high with fifty seats in each row.  They are power driven.  
Please contact Mike Gear or Dan Farr at Sidney High School 
(406)433-2330. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

STAFF MEMBERS 
Mark Beckman, Executive Director 

Joanne Austin, Associate Director 

Scott McDonald, Assistant Director 

Brian Michelotti, Assistant Director 

Janie Holmes, Business Office Manager 

Theresa Stanisich, MOA Coordinator 

Heather Wiensch, AIM Higher Coordinator 

Teri Keck, Receptionist 

 
 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
Herb Townsend, Athletic Director, Laurel 

(President) 
 

Jim Baldwin, Superintendent, Alberton 
(Vice-President) 

 
Kathy Bramer, State Superintendent’s Appointee, Helena 

 
Dave Fern, MTSBA Representative, Whitefish 

 
Fred Anderson, Principal, Great Falls High 

 
Glenn Hageman, Superintendent, Glasgow 

 
Karen Sanford Gall, Governor’s Appointee, Billings

 

 
MHSA’s Mission Statement  

 
The mission of the Montana High School Association  
is to assure that the membership is provided with 
leadership and support in advancing equitable 
Montana High School Association interscholastic 
activities for the growth and educational experienc e 
for students. 
 


