
 
At the 1975 Class C State Tournament, Westby won the state champi-
onship. Nielsen garnered Class C All-State and Class C State Tourna-
ment Most Valuable Player honors. His basketball jersey was retired by 
Westby High School in 1980.  Nielsen would start on the Grizzlies’ Big 
Sky Conference championship team in 1978. He was an All-Big Sky se-
lection his junior and senior years. He was inducted into the UM Hall of 
Fame and had his jersey retired in 1980. The “Coaches Award,” given to 
the player who best represents Grizzly basketball, was renamed “The 
Allan Nielsen Award” in 1980.  Allan Nielsen died in a tragic road con-
struction accident just after his college career . 
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