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The following information is a reprint of an article that was written by the OCR in Denver and

first appeared in MHSA mailings in 1995.

The interests and abilities component of the Title IX Regulation includes a three-prong test. OCR has
developed a chart to help districts determine their proportionality between enrollment and athletic
participation, and thereby, determine whether they are achieving compliance with the regulaticn.

L.

Are the number of interscholastic male and female athletic opportunities substantially
proportionate to the number of female and male students enrolled?

When counting the number of athletes, count the total number of opportunities or filled
slots. For example, one male athlete who participates in football in the fall and track in the
spring would count as two opportunities.

Do not include cheerleaders, drill team, pep band, or other participants whose activity is not
an interscholastic athletic activity.

1994-1995 BOYS GIRLS TOTAL
Number Enrolled
Percentage Enrolled 100%
Number of Athletes
Percentage of Athletes 100%
Variance
SAMPLE
1994-1995 BOYS GIRLS TOTAL
# Enrolled 1600 1525 3125
%Enrolled 51% 49% 100%
# Athletes 235 165 400
% Athletes 59% 41% 100%
Variance 8% -8%

IF the number of female/male students enrolled in the District is NOT substantially proportionate
to the number of male/female interscholastic athletes, THEN go to step two:

District’s history of adding sports

When is the last time your District added a sport or level of a sport for the underrepresented
gender? Within the last three years? Have sports or levels of sports been added on a regular basis,
demonstrating that the District is improving the ratio between enrollment and athletic
participation?

IF the District does not have a history of adding sports and the ratio between enrollment and
athletic participation is not substantially proportionate, THEN go to step three:



OCR is available to provide technical assistance and answer questions you may have. Please feel free to
write or call our office if we can be of assistance.



