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TO:

MHSA MEMBER SCHOOLS

FROM:

MARK BECKMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

RE:

PETITION FOR PARTICIPATION OF EIGHTH GRADE STUDENT(S)

To file the Petition for Participation of Eighth Grade Student(s), the following procedures need to be followed specifically when submitting the form.  All eighth grade player names must be submitted to the MHSA Executive Director prior to his/her first practice with the varsity or junior varsity team.
When addressing Criteria for Eighth Grade Participation listed on the form please refer to the numbered items in your explanation as to how the student(s) meet each criterion.  Appropriate statistical information for each item is essential in the decision making process.  Please be specific.

Step 1:
Explain how many students will be competing on the varsity team and the junior varsity team (including any player who will be playing at some time during the season – returning from injury, academic ineligibility etc.).  The number allowed for practice/participation would be those needed to field a varsity and a junior varsity team.  The number of high school students participating at each of those levels must be listed, and the need for eighth grade participation at either level will be evaluated using the high school participation numbers.  A track team without sufficient numbers for a relay team may use eighth grade students only on their relay teams.  If numbers fall after the season starts the school can file a petition at that time.  Using the attached form, the school must file a request for every student for whom the school is requesting permission to participate.
Step 2:
Using your own records, please verify the student(s) meet all other MHSA eligibility rules, i.e. age, residency and regular enrollment in the school they are attending.  Because participants are eighth grade students, academic eligibility rules do not apply.  The MHSA strongly recommends that schools use players that are in academic good standing at your school.

Step 3:
The high school must file this petition and the student(s) must live in the attendance area of the school filing the petition.  The administrator completing this form is responsible for verifying residency and communicating the same to the Executive Director.

Step 4:
The student cannot compete concurrently on the high school team and the junior high school team in the same sport.  Students should be notified of this requirement before the petition is filed. If an eighth grader quits the varsity team, he/she can return to eighth grade participation but cannot compete again at the varsity level for that sport.

If you need assistance in completing the form, please contact the MHSA office.

/jpa
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PETITION FOR PARTICIPATION

of 

EIGHTH GRADE STUDENT(S)
This form is to be used when requesting a waiver for participation of an eighth grade student.  The MHSA Handbook, By-Laws, Article II, states the following:
Section (5)
STUDENTS BELOW NINTH GRADE
5.1
No student who is enrolled in a grade below the ninth shall be eligible to participate in an Association Contest, except as noted in 5.3 or eighth grade students meeting the following requirements:

a.
Eighth grade students may play on a high school varsity or junior varsity volleyball, track relay and/or basketball teams.

b.
Permission for eighth grade participation must be requested by the school and authorization granted by the Executive Director of the MHSA.  Once granted approval, those eighth grade participants are eligible to participate in varsity and junior varsity competition.

c.
Any eighth grade student allowed to participate will have eight semesters of high school eligibility remaining.

d.
All eighth grade students participating must meet the academic requirements.

Criteria for Eighth Grade Participation:
The student’s schools shall submit a written application for waiver.  It shall be the burden of the school to prove:


1.
Participation of an eighth grade student(s) is necessary to field a varsity team and/or junior varsity team.


2.
Participation of an eighth grade student(s) will not result in the exclusion or displacement of other eligible high school players.

3.
The student(s) meet the following criteria necessary for participation in MHSA activities:  age, residency, and regular enrollment in the school they are attending.


4.
The Montana high school for which the student(s) will participate must file the petition for waiver with the Executive Director for consideration provided the student lives in the attendance area of that school.


5.
Any student who is declared eligible under this section must participate in the approved sport at the high school level (grades 9-12) only.

The school must file a waiver with each student’s name for whom the school is requesting permission to participate.

The Executive Director is vested with the authority and responsibility to make the initial waiver determination.  In making the initial determination, the Executive Director shall consider such evidence as is provided on the application, and the Executive Director may request that the school provide specific information or additional information; and the Executive Director or staff may make an independent investigation of the facts.  The Executive Director shall then make a determination as to each activity for which a waiver is sought and notify the school.
If the Executive Director denies the requested waiver the school will be notified and may appeal the Executive Director’s decision to the Board.  At the hearing, the Board will consider all documentary evidence previously considered together with any additional evidence submitted.

Completing This Form:
Proceed to the following page and complete the information for the school and for all students for whom eligibility is requested.  Every affected eighth grade student must be listed.  This form is valid for one sport’s team and for one season only.  Separate forms must be completed for teams of each gender (i.e. girls’ basketball and boys’ basketball) and for other sports.

	Name of School Submitting Request:  
	     

	Current School Year:      
	      -      

	School Year for which eligibility is requested:  
	      -      

	Sport for which eligibility is requested:      
	Volleyball   FORMCHECKBOX 

Girls’ Basketball   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Boys’ Basketball   FORMCHECKBOX 

Girls’ Track Relay   FORMCHECKBOX 

Boys’ Track Relay   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Number of high school students participating:
	     
	=
	     
	+
	     

	(Do NOT include eighth grade numbers.)
	Total High School

Participants
	
	# of Varsity
Participants
	
	# of Junior Varsity
Participants


	Name of Eighth Grade Student
	Student’s Date of Birth

(Month/Day/Year)
	Student’s Grade Level in Current Year
	Date Student Enrolled in This School (Month/Day/Year) 
	Level at which Student Will Participate

(Indicate only one)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
Junior Varsity      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Both  


GENERAL STATEMENT OF FACT

By attaching addition sheets or by using the space below, state the reasons for this request.  Make sure all criteria are addressed in clear, concise and exact detail.

	     


Signature of Administrator: ___________________________________________
Date: ________________________

Phone number for Administrator: ______________________________________


This form must be sent to:


MHSA * PRIVATE 
1 South Dakota Avenuetc  \l 1 "
1 South Dakota Avenue" * Helena, MT 59601 * PRIVATE 
Phone:  406-442-6010tc  \l 1 "Phone\:  406-442-6010" * PRIVATE 
Fax:  406-442-8250
� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���
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